Edwin G. Pulleyblank

Outline of Classical Chinese Grammar

UBC PRESS / VANCOUVER



© UBC Press 1995

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without prior written permission of
the publisher.

Printed in Canada on acid-free paper eo

ISBN 0-7748-0505-6 (hardcover)
ISBN 0-7748-0541-2 (paperback)

Canadian Cataloguing in Publication Data

Pulleyblank, Edwin G. (Edwin George), 1922-
Outline of classical Chinese grammar®

Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 0-7748-0505-6 (bound).
ISBN 0-7748-0541-2 (pbk.)

1. Chinese language — Grammar, Historical. 2. Chinese language — to 600. I. Title.
PL1101.P84 1995 495I'S (C95-910219-1

This book has been published with the help of a grant from the Canadian Federation for
the Humanities, using funds provided by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research
Council of Canada.

Financial assistance was also provided by the Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation for Interna-
tional Scholarly Exchange.

UBC Press also gratefully acknowledges the ongoing support to-its publishing program
from the Canada Council, the Province of British Columbia Cultural Services Branch, and
the Department of Communications of the Government of Canada.

UBC Press

University of British Columbia
6344 Memorial Road
Vancouver, BC V6T 122

(604) 822-3259

Fax: (604) 822-6083



Contents

Iv.

Preface /xiii
Abbreviations /xv

Introduction /3
1. Historical Outline /3
2. Sound /4
(@) Fangie K /5
(b) Tones /6
3. Symbol /7
4. Syllable and Word /8
5. Morphology /10
Some Basic Principles of Classical Chinese Syntax /12
1. Word Classes /12
2. Subject and Predicate /13
3. Word Order /14
Noun Predication /16
1. Verbless Noun Predication /16
(a) Questions /16
(b) Pronouns and Particles with Verbless Noun Predicates /17
(c) Verbless Comparisons with Yéu 5& /18
(d) Omission of Y& ‘H_7. /18
(e) The Aspect Particle Y¥ €. after Verbless Noun Predicates /19
(f) Other Meanings of Yé 4, 120
2. The Copula Verb Wéi 2 120
3. The Copula Yue H 121 \
4. The Preclassical Copula Wéi E 122
Verbal Predicates /23
Classes of Verbs /23 ’
Adjectives /24
Nouns Used as Verbs /25
Intransitive Verbs /26
Transitive Verbs — Active and Passive /27
Verbs of Motion and Location — Intransitive and Transitive /28

S e



vi Outline of Classical Chinese Grammar

7. The Verbs You ﬁ ‘have; there is/are’ and Wi Aﬁf\ ‘not have; there
is/are not’ /30 '
8. Transitive Verbs with Two Objects /31
9. Passive Constructions /35
V. Compound Verbal Predicates /39
1. Coordination /39
2. Clause Objects — Verb Phrases as Objects of Transitive Verbs /39
3. Pivot Constructions — The Causative /40
4. Verb Phrases as Complements to Adjectives /42
(a) Adjectives That Make a Following Verb Passive /42
(b) Other Adjectives That Take Verb Phrases as Complements /44
5. Verbs in Series /44
(a) The Construction in General — The Particle Er M /44
(b) Dé (én) 13 (T ), Shuai (ér) F (), etc. /46
6. Coverbs /47
(a) Transitive Verbs Corresponding to Prepositions /47
@@ i l«‘l ‘take, use; with, by means of’ /47
(i) Yong F ‘use; with’ /50
(iii) Y@ B& ‘accompany; give; with; and’ /50
(iv) Wei # ‘for, on behalf of, for the sake of’ /51
) zi B ,Yéu B, Cong 1€ “follow from’ /52
(b) Coverbs of Place /53
(i) vi T ‘go; to, at’ /53
(i) Yu /X ‘in, at, to, from, than, etc.” /53
Gii) Hi F /54
(iv) Locative complements /54
(v) Omission of the coverb in locative complements /55
(vi) Pronominal supstitutes yudn Z% and yan % /56
(vii) X zhiyi Z B Y /56
(¢) Descriptive Complements with Ri Y andYou B /57
(d) Coverbs as Subordinating Conjunctions /57
VL. Numerical Expressions /58
1. As Predicates /58
2. As Complements /58
3. As Modifiers of Nouns /59
4. You H ‘and’ /60
VII. Noun Phrases and Nominalization /61
1. Coordination and Subordination of Nouns /61



Contents vii

(a) Coordination /61
(b) Subordination /61
2. Nominalization /62
(a) Unmarked Nominalization /62
(b) Marked Nominalization by Inserting Zhi Z /64
©) zhe % 166
d) Sus P /68
VIII. Topicalization and Exposure /69
Exposure of an Element That is Not the Subject /69
Exposure of the Subject /71
zé H Marking Exposure /72
X zhiyi Z R Y 173
Other Particles Markmg Topicalization or Contrastive Exposure /73
@) ve /73
(b) Weéi " 174
(c) Zhe % 174
d) Fi K 4
(e) Ruo fi # K 115
IX. Pronouns and Related Words /76
1. Personal Pronouns /76
(a) First Person /76
(b) Second Person /77
(¢) Third Person /78
(d) Reflexive Personal Pronoun /83
(e) Personal Pronouns with Negative Particles /84
2. Demonstratives /85
(@) Shi 7% /85
) ci itk /86
) Bif¥ /86
) si 3 /88
() Zi % /88
) Sni ‘B, Shi & /89
(&) Shi ¥ /89
(h) Fii K /89
G) Er # /90
() Ruo & /90
3. Interrogatives /91
@ G) Shui 3 /91

I S



viii Outline of Classical Chinese Grammar

(i) Shi Bk /92
(iii) Chou BE /93
®) ) Hé T /93
i) xi % /95
Giii) Hi ¥ /95
Giv) Hé & 195
v) Hé & 195
© () Yan g, an e /96
i) Wahi % F,wi %, wa B 16
4. Indefinite Pronouns /97
(a) Tuo T, /97
®) Mou 3 197
) Rén A 197
X. Adverbs /99
1. Adverbial Use of Nouns /99
2. Adjectives as Adverbs /100
3. Verbs as Adverbs /101
4. Numerical Expressions as Adverbs /101
5. Expressive Adverbs in Rdn éf}& , Ri ')lm , etc. /102
XI. Negation /103
1. P/f Negatives /103
(a) Bi B /103
(b) Fou & /103
) Fi # 1104
@ Fei 3F /106
() Ps B /106
(f) Hé 2 1107
2. M/w Negatives /107
@) Wi T ,wi & and wi T /107
() Wi %& as prohibitive particle /107
(i) Wu ﬁ ‘not have.” See Section IV.7
(b) Wi 7] “do not’ /108
(c) Wang T= /109
@ Wwang [ 109
e) Mo X /109
(f) Wei & /109
® Wéi % /110
(h) Mi BE /110



Contents ix

() ‘Mie & /110
G) Mo R /11
XII. Aspect, Time, and Mood /112
1. Verbal Aspect — Preverbal Particles /112
(a) Ji Bt /113
(b) Wei & /114
(c) Preverbal ¥i B, /115
2. Sentential Aspect — Sentence Final Particles /116
(@) Y1 & /116
) ve 1, /118
@B eyt B, veyryr B £)/118
" 3. Time Words /119
(a) Time Expressions in Topic Position /119
(b) Chdng /119
() Céng & 119
(d) Jiang #1120
) gie B 1121
6 Fang 7 /121
(g) Shi ¥ /121
(h) Chu %1 /122
4. Modality /122
@ or & /123
(b) Dai 78 , Sha ji JEE % 1124
() Gai & /124 ,_
@ wi B, wi % and wa 7] /124
(e) Ning B /125
XMI. Adnominal and Adverbial Words of Inclusion and Restriction /126
1. Words of Inclusion /126
(a) Zhu E‘% ‘all; members of the class of’ /126 ,
(b) Fan JL “all’ /127
(©) Jie B, Ju B <alr /127
d) Ju 'fvax- ‘both, together’ /129
(€) Ge % ‘each’ /130
) Meéi 'ﬁ-’ “‘every (time), always; whenever’ /130
(g) Words of Verbal Origin /131
2. Restriction‘/ 131
(a) Wéi M “only’ /131
(i) Introducing the subject or an exposed element /131



X Outline of Classical Chinese Grammar

(ii) Introducing a noun predicate /132
(iif) In adverbial position restricting the predicate /132
) Dii & ‘only’ /133
(c) Other Similar Words /133
(d) Restriction by Final Particles /134
3. Some, None /134
(a) Huo —E_‘Z ‘some one; some’ /134
(b) Mo % ‘no one; none’ /136
4. Reflexive and Reciprocal Pronominal Adverbs /136
(a) Zi E] ‘oneself’ /136
(b) Xidng 7[‘5 ‘each other, mutually’ /136
(c) Shen 5}‘ ‘body, person, self’ /137
(d) Jiao % ‘in exchange, mutually’; Hi i ‘mutually’/137
XIV. Imperative, Interrogative and Exclamatory Sentences /138
1. Imperative Sentences /138
(a) Unmarked /138
(b) Qing f‘;ﬁ ‘I beg of you; please’ /138
(c) Prohibition. See XI1.2
(d) Modal Q7 ﬁ:— in Imperative Sentences. See XII.4a.
2. Interrogative Sentences /139
(a) Simple Questions /
(i) The final particle Hi '37‘ /139
i) veha th F, ya B K, ye A ) 139
(iil) Zha 3 /140
(iv) Fou & . See XL1b.
(v) Interrogative pronouns. See IX.3
(b) Rhetorical Questions /140
(i) Negative questions requiring affirmative answers /140
@) Qr ﬁ- in rhetorical questions /142
Gii) or & /142
(v) Yong J&,Jn 3B, Qi 3, Yong ju J& Y& , etc. /144
(v) Wi F% in rhetorical questions /144
(vi) Fii K ‘is it not’ /145
(vii) Rhetorical questions with interrogative pronouns /145
(viii) Kuang WL ‘how much the more’ /146
3. Exclamatory Sentences /146
(a) Zai ¥X /146
(b) Inversion of Subject and Predicate /147



Contents

XV. Complex Sentences /148
1. Parataxis and Hypotaxis /148
2. Conditional Clauses /149
(a) Parataxis /149
(b) Subordination by a Particle in the If-Clause /150
() Ruo#,RiMw, Er T /150
(i) Sh¥ {i , Ling /?\ , etc., ‘supposing’ /151
(i) Gou & /152
(iv) Chéng 3K , Xin & /153
) Ji Bl /153
(vi) Fei 3E /154
(vi)Wei T% /154
(c) Subordination by a Particle in the Main Clause /154
@) z¢ Al ‘then’ /154
di) St HF ‘then’ /155
(iii) J7 BV “then’ /155
3. Concessive Clauses /156
(a) Sui 3 ‘although, even if’ /156
(b) Sut ... ér... B . T ... /157
() Fei...ér.. .3 .. T ... ns7
(d) Zong #¢ 1158
4. Temporal Clauses /158
(a) Verbs in Series /158
(b) Aspect Particles in the First Clause /158
() Ji X “when’ /158
(d) Simultaneity — Dang & , Fang 77 , ... shi B¥ /160
(e) Topic Phrases /161
) Er hou 1 %, Ran hou 2% . 1161
5. Cause, Reason /161
(a) The Coverb ¥i A /161
(b) Gix B ‘reason’ /162
(c) Explanatory Noun Predicate after Main Clause. See VII.2a.ii
and XII.3c)
Notes /163
Sources of Examples /169
Bibliography /171
Index of Chinese Vocabulary Items /175
General Index /189

X1



24 Outline of Classical Chinese Grammar

construction yi L)L , which as a verb means ‘use’ and as a coverb (or
preposition) is used for the instrument, fills the role of passive transitive
verb complement to k¢. That is, the meaning of instrument is extended to
include agency: ‘the king may be used to’ — ‘the king may be the agent
to.’

Like nouns (example 28), adjectives require the copula verb wéi #
after k& yi CIRYS

33, .. keyiwéimsiha.. o L& EF

... could [Ox Mountain] be (i.e., remain) beautiful [when its trees
were all cut down to supply wood for the nearby city]? (Meng
6A/8)

2. Adjectives

Adjectives must be classed as verbs in Classical, as well as Modern
Chinese, since they form predicates without a copula or final yé ‘H_7. , are
negated by bi s , and take the aspect markers yi and wei
Nevertheless, as their behaviour with k& F| shows (see previous section),
they differ from intransitive verbs in their syntax and have certain
resemblances to nouns.

As the traditional English name implies, adjectives are typically found,
not as predicates, but as modifiers of nouns. This is also true in Chinese —
gado shan -r% W ‘high mountain’ versus shdn gdo i % ‘the mountain is
high.” As a syntactical form, however, this can be regarded as simply a
special case of the general rule that verbs and verb phrases can modify nouns
(see Section VII.1b), e.g., lii shui Jfl‘f_ 7]‘ ‘flowing water.” Monosyllabic
adjectives and monosyllabic verbs used attributively in this way are
commonly directly followed by the noun they modify, but adjectival phrases
of more than one syllable are generally followed by the particle of noun
modification, zh1 Z. .

34. Rud fd hdo jié zmishi ... & < & 2 +
As for heroic knights ... (Méng 7A/10) .
Comparative degree is expressed by the coverb yii ﬁQA , which takes on
the special meaning ‘than.’

3s. i z¢ wi wang min zhi dud yu lin gué y& E"J 4@ fﬁ RA zZ
% 1 # B

... then do not hope that your people will be more than [those of]



IV. Verbal Predicates 25

the neighbouring countries. (Méng 1A/3)
The copula verb wéi Z% can be used with an adjective to give a
superlative sense.

36. Wi jie ran, xn wéishen 91 B 2K 0 0 A H
Things are all like that and the heart is most so. (Méng 1A/7)

A general characteristic of adjectives is that they can be made into
transitive verbs either in a causative sense or in a denominative sense —
méi zhi Z_ ‘make it beautiful’ or ‘call it beautiful’ — simply by
moving the subject into the object position after the verb and supplying
another subject as agent.

37. Wang ging da zti T ¥ K Z
I beg Your Majesty to make it great. (Méng 1B/3)

38. Sou, bl yusn qian i érlai & > A T B W &

You have come, sir, not regarding 1,000 /i as too far. (Meng 1A/1)
(This regular transformational use of yudn Lﬁ, ‘far’ to mean ‘call far, regard
as far’ must be distinguished from the derived verb yuan ii ‘keep at a
distance, avoid,” with change of tone. See example 287.)

Apart from these causative and denominative constructions, which
apply to adjectives in general, some predicate adjectives can be followed by
nouns which look like objects but which are semantically like oblique cases
in a language like Latin or prepositional phrases in English. One of these is
an % ‘peaceful, content.’

39. Bii xing an zhi Eﬁ rf(‘ Z

The common people were peaceful under him. (Méng 5A/5)
-Note than an ;E' can also be used transitively in a causative sense in the
normal way.

40. ... z€ bu néng an Zisi /E'j T ﬁE § FE .
... then he could not make Zisi content. (Méng 2B/11)

3. Nouns Used as Verbs
Like adjectives, nouns can be used as verbs in a causative sense.

41. Gu Tang zhi yu Yiyin, xué yan ér hou chén zhi ék 35% Z

REFH>BEMREZ

Thus Téng’s [behaviour] towards Yiyin was to learn from him and
afterwards make him his subject. (Méng 2B/2)



